Background
The harmonic balance method (HBM) (Mickens 1996; West 1960; Mickens 1984 Mickens , 1986 Lim and Wu 2003; Lim et al. 2005; Belendez et al. 2006; Alam et al. 2007; Hu 2006a, b; Lai et al. 2009; Hosen et al. 2012 ) is a widely used technique for solving strongly nonlinear oscillators where f (x,ẋ) is a nonlinear function, satisfies a condition, f (−x,ẋ) = −f (x,ẋ). Multiplying both sides of Eq. (1) by 2ẋ and then integrating, Eq. (1) readily becomes where dF/dx = f(x). In general f(x) is an odd polynomial function. Therefore Eq. (2) can be written as When f(x) is not a simple polynomial function (e.g., pendulum equation, lẍ + g sin x = 0), Eq. (3) is valid for amplitude of oscillation, a < 1. Sometimes the nonlinear function, f depends on both x and ẋ (e.g., ẍ + (1 +ẋ 2 )x = 0). In this case, the integral expression of such equations has been taken in the form of Eq. (3).
The modified Lindsted-Poincare method (Cheung et al. 1991; He 2002a, b ; Ozis and Yildirim 2007), He's homotopy perturbation method (Belendez et al. 2007a, b; Belendez 2007) , iterative method (Mickens 1987a (Mickens , b, 2005 (Mickens , 2010 Lim and Wu 2002; (1) x + f (x,ẋ) = 0, [x(0) = a,ẋ(0) = 0], Hu 2006a, b; Guo et al. 2011; Haque et al. 2013 ), He's energy balance method (He 2002a, b) etc. are also used to investigate nonlinear oscillators. Though, all these analytical methods (Mickens 1984 (Mickens , 1986 (Mickens , 1987a (Mickens , b, 1996 (Mickens , 2005 (Mickens , 2010 West 1960; Wu 2002, 2003; Lim et al. 2005 Lim et al. , 2006 Belendez et al. 2006 Belendez et al. , 2007a Alam et al. 2007; Hu 2006a, b; Lai et al. 2009; Cheung et al. 1991; He 2002a, b; Ozis and Yildirim 2007; Belendez 2007; Guo et al. 2011; Haque et al. 2013 ) have been developed for handling nonlinear oscillator Eq.
(1), they provide almost similar results for a particular approximation. Recently, HBM has been modified by truncating some higher order terms of the algebraic equations of related variables to the solution [see Hosen et al. (2012) for details] and it measures more correct result than the usual HBM solutions (derived in Belendez et al. 2006; Alam et al. 2007; Hu 2006a, b; Lai et al. 2009 ) as well as other solutions derived by several analytical methods (Belendez 2007; Belendez et al. 2007b; Mickens 1987a Mickens , b, 2005 Mickens , 2010 Lim and Wu 2002; Lim et al. 2006; Hu 2006a, b; Guo et al. 2011; Haque et al. 2013; He 2002a, b) . However for any approximation, the result (even the solution obtained in Hosen et al. (2012) ) is not better than the next higher approximation. Moreover, the modification on HBM used in Hosen et al. (2012) is valid for some nonlinear oscillators especially when f(x) contains a term, x
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. In this article, a new approach (based on the HBM) has been introduced in which the solution rapidly converges toward its exact solution. The trial solution is similar to that of Hosen et al. (2012) and the determination of the related unknowns is also similar. Yet the solution converges faster than the usual solution. Actually an nth (n ≥ 2) approximate solution of Eq. (2) is almost similar to the (2n − 1)-th approximation obtained from Eq. (1). To verify this statement, the second and third approximations have been obtained from the integral expressions of some important nonlinear oscillators. The new solutions are respectively close to the third and fifth approximations determined by usual HBM which are agree with the statement.
Methods
Let us consider a periodic solution in the form (Hosen et al. 2012) where a (amplitude) and φ (frequency) are constants and initial phase, ϕ 0 (a) = 0. This trial solution was early used in Hosen et al. (2012) 
2 sin 2 ϕ (1 + 4u 1 + 8u 2 + 22u In general, u 1 and u 2 are small. So, it is possible to divide the first and second of Eq. (10) respectively by 1 + 3u 1 + 19u 2 − 36u 2 1 − 180u 1 u 2 − 380u 2 2 and 1 + 6u 1 + 8u 2 − 30u 2 1 − 100u 1 u 2 − 150u 2 2 , and then they become
(10)
(11) Now substituting these values of u 1 and u 2 in the first equation of Eq. (9) and then simplifying, the frequency (i.e., φ) is obtained. It is noted that the series of u 1 and u 2 are valid for all values of a. For some particular values of a, the approximate frequency has been calculated and presented in Table 1 . When a < 1, this approximate solution can be compare with some results obtained by usual HBM. In this case, λ can be expanded in powers of a and the series of φ 2 becomes
The exact value of φ 2 is where φ 2 3(q) and φ 2 Ex(q) denote respectively, the third approximate frequency by the present method and exact frequency of the Eq. (7).
Comparing Eqs. (14) and (15), it is clear that the first four terms of φ 2 3(q) obtained in Eq. (14) are identical to those of its exact result, φ 2 Ex(q) . But the result of φ 2 3(q) is different from that of φ 2 3(q,Usual) obtained by the usual HBM [see Eq. (39) of Appendix 1: though the solution is obtained from Eq. (7) containing two higher harmonic terms u 1 and u 2 ]. We see that first three terms of φ 2 3(q,Usual) are identical to its exact result. It is noted that the first four terms of φ 2 3(q,Usual) would be same those of φ 2 Ex(q) , when the solution is derived from Eq. (7) containing four higher harmonic terms u 1 , u 2 , u 3 and u 4 . Certainly, it is a laborious task to determine five unknown u 1 , u 2 , u 3 , u 4 and φ 2 for any analytical method.
(12) By elimination of φ from three equations of Eq. (18) and then simplifying (discussed in "Quintic Duffing oscillator" section), the following relations of u 1 and u 2 are obtained as ). It is clear that μ is much smaller than 1 for every values of a. As a → ∞, μ becomes 1/23 (which is the largest). For every values of a, u 1 and u 2 can be express in terms of μ (as discuss in "Quintic Duffing oscillator" section) and that are calculated as
Substituting the values of u 1 and u 2 into the first equation Eq. (18), and then simplifying, it becomes
The exact value of φ 2 is where φ 2 3(c) and φ 2 Ex(c) denote respectively, the third approximate frequency by the present method and exact frequency of the Eq. (16).
We see that first six terms of Eq. (21) are identical to the exact result in Eq. (22), and error occurs slightly in 7th term. It is noted that only the four terms of Eq. (45) [see "Appendix 2" and also (7-10)] are identical to the exact frequency when a third approximate solution is obtained from original equation Eq. (16). On the contrary, six terms of the fifth approximate solution (obtained by usual HBM) would be identical to its exact result φ 2 Ex(c) . It has already been mentioned that the derivation of a fifth approximate solution is very laborious.
A strongly nonlinear oscillator containing ẋ 2
Now we consider the nonlinear oscillator By introducing a scaling variable ɛ, as x(t) = √ ε y(t), 0 < ɛ < 1, Eq. (23) can be easily transformed to a weak nonlinear equation, ÿ + y + ε yẏ 2 = 0 and it has a perturbation solution [see Belendez et al. (2007c) Comparing Eqs. (29) and (32) to Eq. (30), it is clear that second and third approximations respectively measure four and six terms in correct figures. On the contrary, the usual HBM is able to respectively measure three and four terms in correct figures (see "Appendix 3"). Thus the statement is true for nonlinear oscillator, Eq. (23) [or, Eq. (24) ].
It is noted that the series given in Eq. (31) is converge only for the small amplitudes in the region a ≤ 1.
Results and discussions
A new analytical approach based on the HBM has been presented to obtain approximate solutions of some well known nonlinear oscillators. Usually, a harmonic balance solution is obtained from the second order equations. Earlier, He (2002a, b) obtained some approximate solutions (mainly first approximation) for various nonlinear oscillators from corresponding first order differential equations (i.e., energy balance equations). But the new approach (concern of this article) is entirely different from He (2002a, b) technique. In this article, the first order equation is rewritten in such a way that every term is completely divisible by a 2 sin 2 ϕ for the proposed solution Eq. (4) (see "Methods" section). For three well known nonlinear problems, it has been verified that the solutions are better than corresponding solutions obtained by usual HBM. Recently, Hosen et al. (2012) have developed a technique based on the same method (i.e., HBM), but their solutions are significantly improved for the quadratic and cubic Duffing oscillators (see Hosen et al. (2012) details). On the contrary, the solution obtained by the new approach is better than usual harmonic solution even for the quintic Duffing oscillator.
To check the results, we have calculated the approximate frequency of Eq. (7) for some particular values of a (both small and large) by using Eq. (13) into the first Eq. (9) and compared with numerical solution together with other existing solutions (those solutions obtained by Belendez et al. 2006; Alam et al. 2007; Hu 2006a, b; Lai et al. 2009; Hosen et al. 2012 ) (see also "Appendix 1") and which is presented in Table 1 . The Table 1 indicates that the approximate frequencies obtained by new approach are better than those obtained by usual HBM. Next, for some particular values of a (both small and large), we have calculated the approximate frequency of Eq. (16) by using the Eq. (20) into the first Eq. (18) and compared with numerical solution together with other existing solutions and which is presented in Table 2 . The Table 2 indicates that the approximate frequencies give good agreement with the corresponding numerical result and also give better result than those obtained by the other usual HBM. Finally, for some particular values of a, we have also calculated the approximate frequency of Eq. (23) by using the Eq. (31) into the first Eq. (26) and compared with numerical solution together with other existing solutions obtained by usual HBM and which is presented in Table 3 . The Table 3 indicates that the approximate frequencies give better result than those obtained by the other usual HBM. Moreover, we have determined the approximate periodic solution of Eqs. (7), (16) From these six figures, we see that the present method provides good agreement with the corresponding numerical solution.
Furthermore, the first-order approximate frequency obtained by usual harmonic balance method (HBM) is From Eq. (33), it is observed that the approximate frequency, φ is undefined at a = 2. It is a big shortcoming of usual HBM.
On the other hand, the first-order approximate frequency becomes according to the present method. Here J 0 and J 1 are Bessell's functions. From Eq. (34), it is clear that the first approximate frequency is finite for all values of a. However, the relative error gradually increases as the amplitude increases. It has already been mentioned that the series Eq. (31) is mainly converged in the region a ≤ 1, but the series also gives significant better result for obtaining approximate frequency even the amplitude increases up to a = 2.8 (see Table 3 ). On the contrary, the solution is only valid for in the region a ≤ 1 while the amplitude increases, the solutions are deviated from the numerical solution (see Fig. 3b ). Comparing the approximate frequency obtained by usual HBM with the exact approximate frequency determined numerically, it is shown from Table 3 that the relative error of the approximate value is (34) ϕ = e a 2 /2 J 0 (a 2 /2) − J 1 (a 2 /2) , less than 5, 8 % for a < 2.6 and a < 2.8, respectively while the relative error of the approximate frequency obtained in present method is less than 0.6, 2 % for a < 2.6 and a < 2.8, respectively. Therefore, the present method is faster than usual HBM.
Conclusion
Based on HBM, a new technique has been presented for solving a class of nonlinear oscillators. In the case of small values of amplitude, it has been verified that the fourthorder approximate frequency obtained by usual HBM is almost same as the thirdorder approximate frequency obtained by new method. For the case of large values of amplitude, the approximate frequencies obtained by new method not only gives better results than usual HBM but also gives nicely close to their exact results. Therefore, the results obtained in this paper are much better than those obtained by the usual HBM. The method also proved that it is a powerful mathematical tool for solving nonlinear oscillators. The power series of Eq. (48) is obtained as
